N!
=c =
— =
Y=
=
NH
= 0
—
==
.ﬂﬂnlnw
>










THE GREEN READER 11 57

9. Form nouns from the following words s— dusty,
sunny, noisy, shady.

3. Quote from memory the second and the last stanzas.

Trying to Please Everybody

dismounted  laughter donkey  trudging
comfortably remarked disgust beside

direction common opposite roared

Once & washerman wanted to sell his
ass. One morning he and his son set out
for the market. The father rode upon the
ass, while the youth walked beside him.
By and by a woman saw them and said,
“A fine father indeed ! You are riding,
while your poor son is walking! You

ought to walk yourself and left your son
ride.”

At this the father got down and asked
hig son to get upon the donkey.
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They had not gone far when a friend
of the washerman was passing by. He
remarked, “A nice son! You are riding
comfortably on the donkey while your
old father is trudging along ! You ought to
be ashamed of yourself,” Hearing this,

the youth dismounted.

“Let us both walk,” said the father.
So they began to walk.

After some time they passed two men
going in the opposite direction. One of
them said to the other, “These fellows
have little common sense. They are
walking when they have got a beast
strong®nough to carry both of them !”

At this both the father and the son
mounted the donkey. They were getting
along comfortably, when some travellers
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FOREWORD

Prince Dara Shukoh, the eldest son and heir-
Apparent of the Fmperor Shah Jahan, is a unique
figure in the Mughal imperial family. He is chiefly
remembered for his tragic end, but few people
realise that the tragedy lay not so much in his death
as in his life. The Mughal princes who followed
Akbar belonged to a set type. Valiant, debauched
and luxurious, they excelled in fighting and drink-
ing, and very often in both. The imperial throne
was their only objective and pomp and power their
sole aim in life. They divided their time between
camp and harem, and wine and women formed their
chief diversions from the exertions of warfare.
They cared very little for knowledge and still less
for any higher intellectual pursuits. They moved
in a narrow groove and lacked all liberal ideas or
noble statesmanship. ‘The pleasures of the flesh
alone made any appeal to their animal instincts and
they never bothered about any higher spiritual life
of which man is capable.

Into this world was born a mystic philosopher,
a devotee of knowledge and seeker after spiritual
truths. Save his accident of birth he had no other
qualifications for the exalted Peacock-throne with
which a cruel mocking fate ever tantalised him.
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Had Dara Shukoh been born in an ordinary house-
hold, he might have lived and died a pious saint,
nay, might have even made his mark as one of those
spiritual guides of Medieval India who preached the
universal religion of love and human fellowship.
An exalted soul, a noble heart, a liberal mind, a
freshness of outlook, a lofty idealism, and an in-
exhaustible thirst for knowledge—these were the
uncommon gifts with which nature endowed him.
They would have elevated him to almost any height,
save the one to which a cruel tempting fate ever
allured him as his natural destiny. Herein lies the
greatest tragedy of Dara’s life. He had aptitude for
a higher spiritual life, but he had to spend his days
amid the sordid materialism of the Mughal palace.
His special qualities of head and heart were meant
for the ennobling of mankind, but he was called
upon to use them for gaining a royal throne. It
is the old familiar tale of a square peg in a round
hole. He had the ladder for heaven, but used it for
the Peacock throne.

Few historical figures present such a grim
tragedy. The very noble qualities of Dara proved
his ruin. Had his pursuits been less intellectual
and aims less spiritual, he might have been more
successful in his enterprise. Had he studied less of
philosophy and more of military science, had he
devoted to administration and warfare the time he
spent in translating the Upanishads and writing
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Majuma-ul-Baharain, had nature instilled in him
more of worldly cunning and less of mystic
spiritualism, he might have perhaps proved victori-
ous in the struggle for succession. But so long as
man does not radically alter his estimate of moral
values few will regret the choice that nature made
in the equipment of Dara Shukoh.

The life of such a man is an eminently fit
subject for study both by the philosopher and by
the historian. While the tragic end of Dara has
always made a profound appeal to many, few people
have shown any real appreciation of his greatness
and sterling merit. To Dr. Qanungo belongs the
credit of making a serious effort not only to unravel
the real man before our eyes, but also to explain
the significance of his life and mission. His great
mission in life, as the following pages will prove,
was the promotion of peace and concord between
the followers of Hinduism and Islam. ‘It is hardly
an exaggeration to say’’, remarks Dr. Qanungo,
“that any one who intends to take up the solution
of religious peace in India must begin the work
where Dara Shukoh had left it and proceed on the
path chalked out by that prince.” Unfortunately
that path was not followed by any other Mughal
prince. The truth is that Dara typified a spirit
which vanished with him. As the author of the
following pages has very truly observed, the defeat
of Dara ‘‘saw the definite close of the most brilliant
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epoch of the medieval history of India which is
aptly called the Age of Akbar—the age of nationalism
in politics and culture, the era of Revival of Letters
and Fine Art.”

Dara dreamt of a new enlightened age for India
of which the foundation was laid by Akbar, and
his failure was a mnational loss. His dreams, it is
true, came to nothing. But even such dreams have
their value, and if we properly adjust the moral
values, the dreamer may not suffer in comparison
with his more realistic and successful rival whose
long and apparently triumphant career shattered the
great fabric of the Mughal empire. Judged by
ordinary standards Aurangzib was a great success,
and Dara a hopeless failure ; but to those whose
visions transcend the ordinary limitations imposed
by worldly conventions, and catch a glimpse of
ultimate reality, the position may be exactly the
reverse. To them the following pages would make
an absorbing appeal, and the very Ilucid and
sympathetic delineation of Dara’s character by the
gifted author would be a study of abiding interest
to all.

R. C. MAJUMDAR.
Ramna, Dacea,

27th December, 1934.



PREFACE.

I owE an apology as well as an explanation to
my readers who have been expecting the second
volume of my History of the Jats, and not a
biography of Prince Dara Shukoh. After the publi-
cation of the first volume of the History of the Jats,
Sir Jadunath Sarkar suggested to me the idea of a
monograph on Dara, for which he had discovered
some new materials in the Jaipur Darbar archives.
This biography of Dara was originally intended to
form a modest volume of 200 pages to be written
in twelve months. Accordingly 1 took up the study
of the tragic career of the Philosopher-Prince as
a diversion from the tale of war and woe of
eighteenth century India. But as I proceeded study-
ing things in and around the subject, what was
honestly meant to be a diversion became almost a
passion, and the result has run to about 8oo pages
in two volumes of which the first is now offered to
the public.

In my study of Dara Shukoh I took my clue
from the great historian William Irvine, who wrote
to Sir Jadunath in August, 1005: ‘I suppose man
has still enough of the brute in him to have remained
a fighting animal, and the drum and trumpet school
of history seems as popular as ever. .. ... The
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losing side (e.g., Dara Shukoh’s) always gets scanty
justice in histories.”” ‘The publication of a very
learned article, Les Entretiens de Lahcre by Huart
and Massignon in the Journal Asiatique (Oct.-Dec.,
1926) came as a great stimulus, and gave a new turn
to my study. I found therein an echo of my senti-
ment that some writers have wrongly inferred ‘‘the
social barrenness of Dara’s work from his political
defeat.”

It also suggested to me a fresh line of research
in the history of the evolution of Indian religious
thought, of which the life and writings of Dara
Shukoh form an important chapter. With these
French savants I feel that at this moment when the
unity of India depends on a new attempt at the
mutual comprehension of the two spiritual elements
(Hinduism and Islam), attention can legitiinately be
paid to the figure of Dara Shukoh, who attempted
in the seventeenth century what Kabir and Akbar
had done before him in the fifteenth and the sixteenth
respectively, or what Rajah Ram Mohan Roy did
in the nineteenth.

Dara and Aurangzib represent the two sides of
Shah Jahan’s character, as well as the two phases
of his glorious reign. Dara is the central figure of
a great religious and literary movement for the
adaptation of Islam to the spiritual traditions of
India. His spiritual search took him to the field of
theosophical research. He attempted to bridge the
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gulf between Hinduism and Islam not for the com-
monalty of the two creeds but only for the ‘‘elect”
of the two communities. He started with the pro-
position that there must be a common source of all
revealed Scriptures, as the Quran refers to a Umm-
ul-kitab. Dara set himself to the task of discovering
this lost Book with the zeal and confidence of Sir
Galahad in search of the Holy Grail, and having
crossed the bourne of Islam, he lighted upon the
Upanishads as that very Book hidden from profane
eves.

As regards the study of the political career of
Dara Shukoh, I worked on the same materials and
traversed the same ground as Sir Jadunath had done
in his History of Aurangzib, vols. i and ii, with the
idea of arriving at reasoned conclusions indepen-
dently. The result has been very disappointing
and sadly disproportionate to the time spent on it.
Sometimes the strenuous labour of several months
on the voluminous records on the War of Succession
has been altogether fruitless of any new discovery, as
the learned historian of Aurangzib has not left for
his successors a single important fact or dramatic
touch unappropriated by himself, except some dry
strings of insignificant proper names or irritating de-
tails, which I too have passed over without notice. I
had an advantage over Sir Jadunath on one point,
namely, the Jaipur letters, particularly those on Su-
laiman’s campaign against Shuja. Though some of
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these letters were noticed by him in the second edition
of the first two volumes of his History of Aurangzib,
he left them to me for a fuller use in writing that
particular chapter of the War of Succession in a
new light. T have been able to treat in detail Dara
Shukoh’s siege of Qandahar by utilising an anonym-
ous contemporary account of that siege (Lataif-ul-
akhbar) by an eye-witness. The Qandahar campaign
was a crucial test of Dara’s character and ability,
and marked a crisis in his carcer ; hence, the justifi-
cation of my treatment of it in a scparate chapter,
perhaps the longest in the book. Where original
records threw no new light on the War of Succession,
I had to content myself with brief summaries from
Sarkar's History of Aurangzib. As truth and reason
must overrule sentiment, however strong and dear,
I had to accept in general the views of Sir Jadunath
on the career and character of Dara as a soldier and
a politician. In doing so, I am not without mis-
givings that my readers will perhaps hold that the
pupil of the historian of Aurangzib has murdered
poor Dara Shukoh a second time.

In this volume of Dara Shukoh, the reader will
come across references to a vol. II, which is not yet
before him. That volume, containing the literary
and political correspondence of Dara Shukoh and
some extracts from his Sirr-ul-Asrar, is also in the
press. The present volume has been made complete
in itself for the use of students and the general
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public by the inclusion of some chapters which were
originally planned to form part of vol. II.

My indebtedness to Sir Jadunath is only too
obvious. Without the support and encouragement
of Dr. R. C. Mazumdar, the Head of the Department
of History at the Dacca University where I serve,
it would hardly have been possible for me to bring
this work to a conclusion. My sincere thanks are
due to Mr. Fida Ali Khan, M.A., Head of the
Department of Persian and Dean of the Faculty of
Arts, Dacca University, and to Hakim Habib-ur-
Rahman Sahib of Dacca for placing their private
collections of Mss. at my disposal for use, and also
permitting me to publish some important letters of
Dara in their possession. My friend Dr. Jogindranath
Chaudhuri, M.A., Ph.D., has kindly helped me in
reading the proofs of this volume, for which I offer
him my warmest thanks.

K. R. Q.
January, 1935.
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Emperor accompanied by great nobles
went to see the child, and took his meal
in Dara’s house. She died a few months
afterwards, on the day of Id-ul-fitr (21st
March 1634). Dara who was then travel-
ling with the Court to Lahor got high fever
and heart-trouble owing to grief and
mental depression. The Emperor was so
alarmed that he sent for Hakim Wazir
Khan from Lahor, and in grave concern
ordered Dara’s tent to be pitched close to
his own, so that Jahanara Begam might
tend him. Shah Jahan went to see him
several times, and distributed large sums
to the faqirs and the destitute. (Pad. 1. B.
3, 9, 10).

2. Sulaiman Shukoh, born on Friday morming,
27th Ramzan, 1044 (March 6, 1635), at the
village of Sultanpur, during a journey with
the Court from Delhi to Agra. The cele-
bration of the birth-ceremony took place at
the latter city. The Emperor with all the
nobles down to the grade of Hazari was
magnificently entertained at Dara’s mansion.

(Pad. 1. B. 73-74, 84-85).

3. Mihir Shukoh, borm on Wednesday, 2nd
Rabi-ul-awwal, 1048 (July 4, 1638) ; died on
the 9th of the next month. (Pad. ii. 101,
104).
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4. Pak-nihad Banu Begam, born on 29th Jamadi-
ul-awwal 1051, August 26, 1641. (Pad. ii.
245),

5. Mumtaz Shukoh,! born on the last day of
Jamadi-ul-awwal 1053=6th August, 1643
(Pad. ii. 337), died possibly in the month
of Zilgada, 1058.

6. Sipihr Shukoh, born on Thursday, 11th Shaban,
1054=0October 3, 1644. (Pad. ii. 388).
Shah Jahan visited Dara’s house after the
birth of every grand-child of his and gave,
on each occasion, two lakhs of Rupees in
cash for the birthday celebration,

7. Jahanzeb Banu.

8. Amal-un-nisa.

It is rather strange that the Court-histories of
Shah Jahan do not mention the birth of any child
to Dara from 1645 to his death (1658). Two
daughters of Dara seem to have survived their
father. In the Kalimat-i-Aurangzib, a daughter of
Dara, Amal-un-nisa Begam, is twice mentioned as
an object of Aurangzib's special care. She received
certain ornaments as presents from that Emperor
(Sarkar MS., 92, 10l). Manucci mentions a little
daughter of Dara, called by her pet name Jani

1 Waris mentions the death of a child of Dara at the age
of four years and 9 months in the month of Zilgada, 1058.
This child, whose name is not mentioned, cannot be Pak-
nihad Banu, who was at this date, 6 years and 9 months old.
So evidently Mumtaz is meant.
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Begam, [official name Jahanzeb Banu], who was
brought up by Jahanara and married to Muhammad
Azam, son of Aurangzib [in 1668.] This daughter
of Dara cannot be the same as Pak-nihad Banu who
was |2 years older than Muhammad Azam.
Amal-un-nisa and Jani Begam were not apparently
the same person. These were certainly bomn after

Sipihr Shukoh.



CHAPTER III

RANK AND OFFICES HELD BY DARA
SHUKOH. HIS EARLY COMMANDS

SecTiON 1.—RANK IN THE MUGHAL PEERAGE

According to the convention of the
‘Mughal Court none could have any locus
Standi in the State except as a member of
the official nobility. The Mughal Peerage
included the ‘“noblesse of the sword” as
well as “the noblesse of the robe”; the
soldier and the physician, the poet and
the painter, the theologian and the
eunuch were equally entitled to this
honour in the guise of Army Officers
(mansabdars).

Prince Dara received his first mansab,
12000 zat and 6000 sawar, on the occasion
of the Emperor’s lunar birthday, Satur-
day 5th October, 1633 (11th Rabi-us-sani,
1043 H.; Pad. 1. A. 541). On this day the
sarkar of Hissar (in the Panjab), which
was the Dauphiny of the House of Babar,
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—was assigned as the fief of the Prince.
The choice was not accidental, but made
deliberately to proclaim the eldest Prince
as the Heir Designate to the Throne.

The promotion of Dara was rapid and
high, beating all previous records of the
family. Several lifts raised his rank in
five years to 20,000 zat and 10,000 sawar.
After this his zat stood fixed for about ten
years; nevertheless, promotion continued
in the form of increments to his sawar
contingent, and conversion to do-aspah,
seh-aspah. Dara got a lift of 10,000 zat?
in April 1648, and eight years after
another 10,000 zat in January 1656. By
this time Dara’s command was bigger
than those of Shuja and Aurangzib com-
bined. Though younger, the energetic
and brave Aurangzib had overtaken the
indolent Shuja; but the policy and affec-
tion of Shah Jahan raised Dara beyond
the sphere of competition. Just before
his fateful illness the Emperor raised
Dara’s rank to 50,000 zat, and after his
partial recovery, when the War of Succes-
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sion loomed larger in the horizon, he
bestowed on Dara “in recognition of his
 filial piety and tender nursing during the
illness”, an extraordinary rank of 60,000
zat and 40,000 sawar, of which 30,000 was
do-aspah, seh-aspah.

SECTION 2.—VICEROYALTIES OF DARA

1. Allahabad :

Dara was appointed subahdar of the
province of Allahabad, vice Shaista Khan,
with the additional charge of two imperial
forts, Chunar and Rohtas, on the 15th
June, 1645. As the Prince was at this
time travelling with the Court in
Kashmir, Baqi Beg, the chief eunuch of
the harem of Dara, was nominated his
deputy to these territories (Pad. ii. 444).
Baqi Beg and other deputies successfully
administered this province on behalf of
the absentee Viceroy for twelve years.
Dara visited it only once (1656-1657), and
completed at Benares his monumental
work Sirr-ul-asrar (also known as Sirr-i-
akbar), a translation of 50 Upanishads, on
1st July, 1657. Allahabad had no poli-






